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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



a 



A complete listing of claims is as follows: 



Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) An assembly for retainig§ a boot on a sports apparatus, 
said assembly comprising: 

a base provided to receive a sole of the boot,ii disk provided to retain the base on 
the apparatus, the disk having at least two elongated holds, parallel to one another, which extend 
through a thickness of the disk, disk in its thickncsft and at least two screws eaeh extending 
through respective ones of the m elongated hcrie, and a holes, and said assembly further 
comprising a single plate that is parallel to the dpe, the plate being slidable sliding along lengths 
the length of the elongated holes, at least twp holes extending through a thickness of the plate. 
plate in its thickness, each sef^ oT^M^Ll^east two screws extending through a respective hole 



of the plate, and retaining means flbr rdainin\ the screws on the plate. 

111 H f 
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Claim 2. (Original) A reUMtfl|^sembly according to claim 1, wherein the plate is 
located on the lower portion of werfhsk. 

Claim 3. (Original/ A retaining assembly according to claim 1, wherein the plate is 
housed in a cavity of th/ disk. 



Claim 4. (Previously Amended) A retaining assembly according to claim 3, wherein the 
plate has a geneiply square shape, and wherein the cavity has a generally parallelepipedic shape. 
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Claim 5. (Original) A retaining assembly according to claim 1, wherein the disk has 
four elongated holes, parallel to one another, aligned in pairs, across from one another in pairs, 
and wherein the plate has four holes spread to the four corners of a square. 



Claim 6. (Currently Amended) An A retaining assembly according to claim 1 , wherein 



for retaining a boot on a sports apparatus, said assembly comprising: 

/ 

a base provided to support a sole of the boot: 

a disk provided to retain the base on the apparatus, the disk having at least three 
elongated holes extending through a thickness of the disk: 

at least thre^cre v L, said screws provided to extend through respective ones of 



the elongated holes^of the disk:^ 



J plate provided /to be positioned parallel to the disk and slidable along a surface 
of the disk/at least three\oles extending through a thickness of the plate: 

means for retaining the screws on the plate, all of the at least three twe screws 



provided to extend through fl*esp 



ones of the holes of the plate. 



Claim 7. (Currently Amended) An assembly for retaining a boot on a snowboard, said 
assembly comprising: 

a base adapted to be supported on the snowboard and adapted to support a sole of 

the boot; 

a disk pr&vided to retain the assembly on the snowboard, the disk having at least 
two elongated holes ^extending through a thickness of the disk, each of the two elongated holes 
being elongated inAhe same direction; 
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a single plate positioned for sliding in the direction of the elongated holes, the plate 
having at least two holes extending through a thiclpess of the plate; 

at least two screws, each of the two/crews having a threaded portion and a head : 
the two screws extending through & respective ones one of the two elongated holes 
of the disk, all of the at least two screws extending through respective ones' of the holes of the 
plate and , for each of the screws, the headland the threaded portion, after the screw has been 
screwed through the plate, are positioner on opposite sides of the plate, of each of the two 
screw s being in threaded engagement jvith a resp e ctive one of the holes of the plat e . 



Claim 8. (PreviousfyAc 
plate is located benram the dis 



A retaining assembly according to claim 7, wherein the 



Claim p. (Previously ^\ddedl A retaining assembly according to claim 7, wherein the 

Claim 10. (Previously Added) A retaining assembly according to claim 9, wherein the 
plate has a generally square shape, and wherein the cavity of the disk has a generally 
parallelepipedic^hape. 



Clami 11. (Previously Added) A retaining assembly according to claim 7, wherein the 
at least two elongated holes of the disk comprise four elongated holes extending in the same 
direction /the four elongated holes being arranged in two spaced-apart pairs of elongated holes, 
and wherein the at least two holes of the plate comprises four holes positioned at four corners 
of a sguare. 
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Claim 12. {Cameled) 



Claim 13. (Currently Amended) An assembly for retaining a boot on a snowboard, said 
assembly comprising: 

a base adapted to be secured onto the snowboard and adapted to support a sole of 

the boot; 

at least two elongated holes extending through a thickness of the base, each of the 
two elongated holes being elongated in the same direction; 

a single plate positioned for sliding in the direction of the elongated holes, the plate 
having at least two holes extendingsthrough a thickness of the plate; 



two holes extendi! 

/ V \ 

least two screws^ 



% ll 



at l£ast two Screws* each of the two screws having a threaded portion and a head : 
the two screws extending through a respective ones one of the two elongated holes 



of the base, all of the at least two 



extending through respective ones of the holes of the 



jlate and , for each of said screwsl the/ead and the threaded portion , after the screw has been 
screwed through the plate, are positioned on opposite sides of the plate, of each of the two 

\ 

s crews being in thread e d engagement with a re s pective one of the holes of the plate. 



Claim 14. (Previously Added)\ A retaining assembly according to claim 13, wherein the 
base comprises a circular opening through a thickness of the base and a circular disk nested in 
the circular opening of the base for rotation within the circular opening of the base, and wherein 
the at least two elongated holes extend through the disk of the base. 
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Claim 15. (Previously Added) A retaining assembly according to claim 14, wherein the 
plate is positioned beneath the disk. 

Claim 16. (Previously Added) /l retaining assembly according to claim 14, wherein the 
plate is positioned above the disk. 

Claim 17. (Previously Addled) A retaining assembly according to claim 14, wherein the 
plate is housed in a cavity of tip disk. 

Clayn 18. (Prs^ioust^ AddednA retaining assembly according to claim 17, wherein the 
plate ha/ a generally sfyi^re shape/ and wherein the cavity of the disk has a generally 
parallelppipedic shape. 

Claim 19. (Prevfeysly Added) A retaining assembly according to claim 14, wherein the 
at least two elongated/holes of the disk comprise four elongated holes extending in the same 
direction, the four elongated holes being arranged in two spaced-apart pairs of elongated holes, 
and whereinfthe at Jeast two holes of the plate comprises four holes positioned at four corners 
of a square./ 



Claim 20. (Canceled) 



Claim 21. (New) A retaining assembly according to claim 1, wherein the disk has at 
least three elongated holes arid the plate has at least three holes, the three holes of the plate 
being arranged at vertices pi a triangle. 
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Claim 22. (New) A retaining assembly According to claim 21, wherein the disk has at 
least four elongated holes and the plate has at Jeast four holes, the four holes of the plate being 
arranged at corners of a rectangle. 

Claim 23. (New) A retaining assembly according to claim 7, wherein all of the at least 
two screws are sized, relative to respective ones of the holes of the plate, to be forcibly screwed 
through said respective ones of the holes of the plate. 

Claim 24. (New) A retaining assembly according to claim 7, wherein the plate is made 
of plastic and has a thickn^s*aR»^mately within a range of between 0.5 mm and 3.0 mm. 




Claim 25. (New) A retain|i^ass$mbly according to claim 7, wherein the plate is made 
of metal and has a thickness apgroxinyftely within a range of between 0.5 mm and 3.0 mm. 

Claim 26. (New) A retaining assembly according to claim 7, wherein the disk has at 
least three elongated holes and the plate has at least three holes, the three holes of the plate 
being arranged at vertices pf a triangle. 



Claim 27. (New)! A retaining assembly according to claim 26, wherein the disk has at 
least four elongated holes and the plate has at least four holes, the four holes of the plate being 
arranged at corners off a rectangle. 
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Claim 28. (New) A retaining assembly According to claim 13, wherein all of the at least 
two screws are sized, relative to respective odes of the holes of the plate, to be forcibly screwed 

through said respective ones of the holes of the plate. 

/ ' 

Claim 29. (New) A retaining assembly according to claim 13, wherein the plate is made 
of plastic and has a thickness approximately within a range of between 0.5 mm and 3.0 mm. 

Claim 30/\New) A Wining assembly according to claim 13, wherein the plate is made 
of metal and has a thickness approximately within a range of between 0.5 mm and 3.0 mm. 

Claim 31. (New) d retaining assembly according to claim 13, wherein the base has at 
least^three elongated ho^s and the plate has at least three holes, the three holes of the plate 
being arranged at vertices of a triangle. 



Claim 32. (mw) A retaining assembly according to claim 31, wherein the base has at 
least four elongatea holes and the plate has at least four holes, the four holes of the plate being 
arranged at corners of a rectangle. __ 



-8- 



